
Name _____________________ Date _______________ 

Multiple Choice Final, Part C  © Casey Jo Burrus, Nov 2015 - 1 -

Farmer Boy 
Multiple Choice      Final, Part C 

 

1. Why did they have to work quickly to dig up the potatoes and carrots? 

a) a storm was rolling in and it worried 
Father 

b) Mother needed to can them before 
the weather turned 

c) Father wanted to sell them while 
the price was right 

d) Mother needed them for other 
chores in the cellar 

2. What did Father tell Almanzo to do to take the edge off his appetite? 

a) roast some carrots 

b) eat a raw potato 

c) roast potatoes in the ashes 

d) go to the house for a snack 

3. What happened the very night after they finished collecting the potatoes? 

a) the ground froze 

b) an Indian summer came through 

c) hail scattered on the fields 

d) hail scattered on the fields 

4. What is NOT something that the Wilders took to show at the County Fair? 

a) Eliza Jane's jellies, pickles, & 
preserves 

b) Alice's woolwork embroidery 

c) Almanzo's milk-fed pumpkin 

d) Father's yearlings 

5. What did the community use the Church building for during the County Fair? 

a) a playground 

b) a county store 

c) an exhibit hall 

d) a kitchen and dining-room
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6. Who ran alongside the horse during the horse race? 

a) Lazy John 

b) an Indian 

c) Royal 

d) Almanzo 

7. Fill in the Blank:  "And there was Almanzo's pumpkin, the _____ of them all." 

a) ugliest 

b) most orange 

c) largest 

d) smallest 

8. The 1st place ribbon at the County Fair was blue.   What color was the 2nd place 
ribbon? 

a) red 

b) green 

c) yellow 

d) purple 

9. The Wilder family earned lots of ribbons at that year's County Fair.  Which Wilder 
did NOT earn a ribbon? 

a) Almanzo 

b) Royal 

c) Alice 

d) Eliza Jane 

10. Father saved the hide from a beef each year.  What was it used for? 

a) to make shoes 

b) to make coats 

c) to burn in the winter 

d) to make blankets

11. Fill in the Blank:  After they finished butchering, Mother was ready to start making 
_____. 

a) cheese 

b) clothing 

c) candles 

d) shoes 
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12. What melted into tallow that was used to make candles? 

a) lye soap 

b) pork fat 

c) beef fat 

d) headcheese 

13. Royal, Eliza Jane, and Alice were not going to join Almanzo at the local school anymore.  
Instead, where were they going to go to school? 

a) the University 

b) they were done with school 

c) the Academy 

d) Bible College 

14. Mother made special clothes for Royal, Eliza Jane, and Alice.  What did she use to 
make their clothing? 

a) cotton 

b) wool 

c) potato sacks 

d) store-bought cloth 

15. What was special about the shoes that Almanzo was getting this year? 

a) he was getting moccasins for the 
first time 

b) he was getting boots for the first 
time 

c) it was his very first pair of new 
shoes 

d) he got to chose the color this time

16. How did the cobbler measure Almanzo for his new shoes? 

a) he traced his bare feet on paper 

b) he cut the sole out around 
Almanzo's foot 

c) he used a Foot-Measuring Device 

d) he used Almanzo's old shoes 

17. Which part of the cow hide did the cobbler use for the soles of the shoes? 

a) he used wood instead 

b) the thick middle 

c) the outer edge 

d) the softest leather 
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18. What did the cobbler do to his thread before he began sewing? 

a) cut it from the leather 

b) cut it into small pieces 

c) stiffened it with wax 

d) dipped it in water 

19. Why did Father go and pick up Alice, Royal, and Eliza Jane from school on Saturday? 

a) it was a school holiday 

b) Grandmother was coming to visit 

c) to be measured for their shoes 

d) Mother had more supplies for 
them 

20. What does Royal want to be when he is finished with school? 

a) a storekeeper 

b) a lawyer 

c) a doctor 

d) a farmer

21. What are Father and Almanzo making? 

a) fence posts 

b) a new wagon 

c) a new shed 

d) a bobsled 

22. Where did Almanzo and Father decide to build the little bobsled? 

a) Big-Barn Floor 

b) North-Barn Floor 

c) Horse-Barn Floor 

d) South-Barn Floor 

23. What was Almanzo going to use the bobsled for? 

a) to haul wood 

b) to sled down the hill 

c) to take his friends for a ride 

d) to haul supplies from town 
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24. Why does Father not like the machine threshing? 

a) they work too slowly 

b) the men who bring the machine 
are not trustworthy 

c) it costs too much money 

d) they wastes too much 

25. What did the fanning mill do to the nuts? 

a) mixed them with water 

b) broke open the shells 

c) crushed them into tiny pieces 

d) separated them from the leaves

26. Who helped Father with the threshing while Almanzo had to help his mother prepare 
for Christmas? 

a) Eliza Jane 

b) Alice 

c) French Joe 

d) Royal 

27. The Wilder children did not hang their stockings on the fireplace mantle.  Where did 
they hang them instead? 

a) they didn't use stockings 

b) on the footboard of their beds 

c) in the pantry 

d) on the back of a chair 

28. How did the Wilders know that Uncle Wesley's family had arrived for Christmas 
dinner? 

a) Uncle Wesley's children ran to the 
house 

b) the screams and shouts 

c) the sleigh bells 

d) the children were watching for 
them 

29. Why did Almanzo yell at Cousin Frank? 

a) Frank was bothering Starlight 

b) Frank was making fun of 
Almanzo's sisters 

c) Almanzo didn't like Frank 

d) Frank told him his new hat was 
stupid 
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30. What happened when Royal found Almanzo and Cousin Frank in the barn? 

a) he threw snowballs at them 

b) he dumped water on their heads 

c) he knocked their heads together 

d) he called for Father

31. What is NOT something that the Wilders had for Christmas dinner? 

a) roast goose 

b) crackling little pig 

c) roasted turkey 

d) mashed turnips 

32. What caused Almanzo's bloody nose? 

a) Frank's head hit it 

b) Royal threw a snowball at his 
face 

c) he fell of the sled 

d) the horse kicked him 

33. What happened when Almanzo, Pierre, and Louis tried rolling a log that was bigger on 
one end? 

a) Pierre and Louis were trapped by 
the falling log 

b) French Joe and Lazy John came to 
help 

c) it rolled back and pressed Almanzo 
into the snow 

d) Almanzo rolled off into the river 

34. What happened to Almanzo's oxen and sled when he moved over to let his father's 
team by? 

a) the oxen bolted down the lane 

b) they slid into the snowy ditch 

c) he didn't move fast enough and 
crashed into his father's sled 

d) his sled overturned in the pond 
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35. Almanzo continues to ask his father if he can stay home from school to help.  Father 
says that he can stay home this time.  What can he learn at home that he won't learn 
at school? 

a) figuring 

b) literacy 

c) butchering 

d) hay-baling

36. How much money was in the pocketbook? 

a) 1500 dollars 

b) 150 dollars 

c) 1000 dollars 

d) 10 dollars 

37. How much did Almanzo ask the liveryman for each bale of hay? 

a) $2.75 

b) $2.00 

c) $1.75 

d) $2.25 

38. Mr. Paddock calls Mr. Thompson a "skinflint" and makes him give Almanzo a larger 
reward for finding the pocketbook.  How much does he say Mr. Thompson should give 
to Almanzo? 

a) 50 dollars 

b) 100 dollars 

c) 20 dollars 

d) 200 dollars

39. What does Almanzo do with his money? 

a) buys a new horse 

b) returns it to Mr. Thompson 

c) spends it on new fishing gear 

d) puts it in the bank 
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40. Even as Almanzo was leaving the bank, he was wishing he could spend that money.  
What did he want to buy? 

a) a new loom for his Mother 

b) the wagon that Mr. Thompson 
had wanted 

c) another set of oxen 

d) a little colt 

41. Father told Almanzo that working for Mr. Paddock would ensure that he always had 
money in the bank, however, being a farmer would allow him to _____. 

a) be independent 

b) be rich 

c) enjoy life 

d) be dependent 

42. What did Almanzo tell Father he really wanted? 

a) to be a school teacher 

b) to buy a colt and break him 

c) to work for Mr. Paddock 

d) to work for Mr. Thompson 

43. Father told Almanzo to leave his money in the bank.  If he wanted a colt, _____. 

a) he had to work to earn one 

b) he could wait until he had earned 
more money 

c) Father would give him Starlight 

d) Father would buy him one

44. When Starlight is _____, Almanzo can decide what to do with him. 

a) five-years-old 

b) two-years-old 

c) four-years-old 

d) a year old 
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