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 The Mouse and the Motorcycle 
Story Review      Plot Mix-Up 

 

Directions: Place the events in the correct chronological (time) order by numbering 
them.  Use “1” for the first event and “39” for the last. (Every 5 events are 

marked for you.) 

 

 _________  1. A mouse named Ralph lived with his mother in the knothole in 
the wall of Room 215. 

 _________  2. Betty slipped a postcard under the glass and carried Ralph 
to the window and dropped him outside. 

 _________  3. Even though the bellboy, Matt, said that there were no mice, 
Mrs. Gridley was sure there would be some, and Keith was 
hoping to see some. 

 _________  4. Finally, he found the aspirin tablet under the dresser. 

35 _______  5. He climbed the stairs to the second floor and asked Keith to 
borrow his ambulance. 

 _________  6. He dragged the aspirin into the back of the ambulance and 
snuck back into the elevator. 

 _________  7. He was suddenly trapped inside of a drinking glass. 

 _________  8. Keith found his motorcycle and noticed it was damaged and 
then found Ralph. 

 _________  9. Keith made a helmet for Ralph from an old ping-pong ball and 
a rubber band. 

10 _______  10. Keith noticed his motorcycle was not where he had left it. 



Name _____________________  Date ______________ 

Review: Plot Mix-Up - 2 - © Casey Jo Burrus, May 2025 

 

 _________  11. Keith ordered a peanut butter and jelly sandwich for Ralph 
and his family. 

 _________  12. Keith refused to take the pill until his mom check to make 
sure it was really an aspirin. 

30 _______  13. Keith’s parents could not find an aspirin to treat Keith’s 
fever. 

 _________  14. Matt found the ambulance outside the door and brought it 
and the lost motorcycle back to Keith. 

 _________  15. Mr. and Mrs. Gridley and Keith have been traveling from 
Ohio for five days. 

 _________  16. Ralph asked Keith to bring some bacon and toast with jelly 
for breakfast. 

20 _______  17. Ralph challenged himself with the motorcycle and the 
vacuum cleaner and rode straight into a pillowcase. 

5 ________  18. Ralph checked out the motorcycle and decided to take a joy 
ride. 

 _________  19. Ralph convinced his family that he would think of a plan to 
keep them safe before the Gridley family left on Tuesday. 

 _________  20. Ralph cowered behind the apple core while Keith looked for 
it. 

 _________  21. Ralph decided to eat his fill of an apple core and save his 
seeds as dessert. 

 _________  22. Ralph frightened Aunt Sissy around midnight by speeding 
down the hall. 
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 _________  23. Ralph had a glorious time riding the motorcycle in the old inn 
hall even though he was trembling about the possibilities he 
could find in the hall. 

 _________  24. Ralph had saved the motorcycle from the vacuum cleaner, 
but was in danger of being sucked up into the tube himself. 

 _________  25. Ralph had to chew his way out of the laundry hamper without 
Keith’s motorcycle. 

 _________  26. Ralph was dizzy, but was worrying about any damage to the 
motorcycle. 

 _________  27. Ralph was miserable when he had to confess to Keith that he 
lost the motorcycle. 

 _________  28. Ralph was moving from room to room looking when a light 
came on and blinded him. 

15 _______  29. Ralph was seen by Keith’s mother, but Keith allowed Ralph to 
hide from in his sleeve. 

25 _______  30. Ralph was surprised to learn that Keith still wanted to talk 
to him after the loss of the motorcycle. 

 _________  31. Ralph worried about ending up in the incinerator like his 
Uncle Victor. 

 _________  32. Ralph’s mother agreed to let him have the motorcycle if he 
promised to wear his helmet. 

 _________  33. Ralph’s whole family decided to have a reunion to feast on 
the room service that Keith had delivered. 

 _________  34. The Gridleys went exploring some old mining towns. 
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 _________  35. The head housekeeper was looking for traces of mice in 
Rooms 215 and 216. 

 _________  36. The maid came to clean the room and started the vacuum 
cleaner. 

 _________  37. The phone rang long enough to scare Ralph, who fell head 
first into the wastebasket beside the bed stand. 

 _________  38. They decide to stop at an old inn for a rest. 

 _________  39. When they returned, Keith did not feel well, and ate very 
little for supper. 

  



Name _____________________  Date ______________ 

Review: Plot Mix-Up - 5 - © Casey Jo Burrus, May 2025 

The Mouse and the Motorcycle 

Story Review      Plot Mix-Up 

----------Key (32 points)---------- 
 

4 ________  1. A mouse named Ralph lived with his mother in the knothole in 
the wall of Room 215. 

33 _______  2. Betty slipped a postcard under the glass and carried Ralph 
to the window and dropped him outside. 

3 ________  3. Even though the bellboy, Matt, said that there were no mice, 
Mrs. Gridley was sure there would be some, and Keith was 
hoping to see some. 

34 _______  4. Finally, he found the aspirin tablet under the dresser. 

35 _______  5. He climbed the stairs to the second floor and asked Keith to 
borrow his ambulance. 

36 _______  6. He dragged the aspirin into the back of the ambulance and 
snuck back into the elevator. 

32 _______  7. He was suddenly trapped inside of a drinking glass. 

12 _______  8. Keith found his motorcycle and noticed it was damaged and 
then found Ralph. 

23 _______  9. Keith made a helmet for Ralph from an old ping-pong ball and 
a rubber band. 

10 _______  10. Keith noticed his motorcycle was not where he had left it. 
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16 _______  11. Keith ordered a peanut butter and jelly sandwich for Ralph 
and his family. 

37 _______  12. Keith refused to take the pill until his mom check to make 
sure it was really an aspirin. 

30 _______  13. Keith’s parents could not find an aspirin to treat Keith’s 
fever. 

38 _______  14. Matt found the ambulance outside the door and brought it 
and the lost motorcycle back to Keith. 

1 ________  15. Mr. and Mrs. Gridley and Keith have been traveling from 
Ohio for five days. 

26 _______  16. Ralph asked Keith to bring some bacon and toast with jelly 
for breakfast. 

20 _______  17. Ralph challenged himself with the motorcycle and the 
vacuum cleaner and rode straight into a pillowcase. 

5 ________  18. Ralph checked out the motorcycle and decided to take a joy 
ride. 

27 _______  19. Ralph convinced his family that he would think of a plan to 
keep them safe before the Gridley family left on Tuesday. 

11 ________  20. Ralph cowered behind the apple core while Keith looked for 
it. 

9 ________  21. Ralph decided to eat his fill of an apple core and save his 
seeds as dessert. 

14 _______  22. Ralph frightened Aunt Sissy around midnight by speeding 
down the hall. 
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13 _______  23. Ralph had a glorious time riding the motorcycle in the old inn 
hall even though he was trembling about the possibilities he 
could find in the hall. 

19 _______  24. Ralph had saved the motorcycle from the vacuum cleaner, 
but was in danger of being sucked up into the tube himself. 

21 _______  25. Ralph had to chew his way out of the laundry hamper without 
Keith’s motorcycle. 

7 ________  26. Ralph was dizzy, but was worrying about any damage to the 
motorcycle. 

24 _______  27. Ralph was miserable when he had to confess to Keith that he 
lost the motorcycle. 

31 _______  28. Ralph was moving from room to room looking when a light 
came on and blinded him. 

15 _______  29. Ralph was seen by Keith’s mother, but Keith allowed Ralph to 
hide from in his sleeve. 

25 _______  30. Ralph was surprised to learn that Keith still wanted to talk 
to him after the loss of the motorcycle. 

8 ________  31. Ralph worried about ending up in the incinerator like his 
Uncle Victor. 

39 _______  32. Ralph’s mother agreed to let him have the motorcycle if he 
promised to wear his helmet. 

22 _______  33. Ralph’s whole family decided to have a reunion to feast on 
the room service that Keith had delivered. 

28 _______  34. The Gridleys went exploring some old mining towns. 
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17 _______  35. The head housekeeper was looking for traces of mice in 
Rooms 215 and 216. 

18 _______  36. The maid came to clean the room and started the vacuum 
cleaner. 

6 ________  37. The phone rang long enough to scare Ralph, who fell head 
first into the wastebasket beside the bed stand. 

2 ________  38. They decide to stop at an old inn for a rest. 

29 _______  39. When they returned, Keith did not feel well, and ate very 
little for supper. 
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